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You can support your son or daughter and the
University of Louisiana Lafayette by wearing red each
Friday! Encourage your son or daughter to wear red on
Friday’s as well. It shows support for our university.

Still need that Ragin’ Cajun Gear? Check out the wide array

of apparel available at the University Bookstore. Located in
the Student Union or online at
http://bookstore.louisiana.edu

Academic Advising for Spring
Semester begins October
19th. All students are
required to meet with their
Academic Advisor prior to
registering for classes.
Ensure your student has

contacted their advisor, whose

name is located on ULink
under the Students tab.

This summer, all of
our incoming students
completed a national survey
during Orientation called the
Beginning College Survey of
Student Engagement. The
survey provides us as a
university with important
information on student
preparation as well as an
understanding of the needs
and expectations they have
as they begin their time at
UL.

The results of this
year's survey indicate that
your son or daughter is part
of a highly prepared class
with high expectations. For
example, 85% of our
students say they expect to
learn something during their
first year that helps them
change their understanding
of an issue or idea. Our
incoming class indicated that
a diverse and challenging
learning environment is
important to them as well.

Most striking is the
results of what support our
students indicated they
need. 72% of our students
indicated they needed
assistance with time
management, for example.
As a result, we have
contacted students through
e-mail with information on
effective time management
techniques and encouraging
them to visit an academic
counselor for assistance. In
many other areas, including
students indicating they
would have difficulty paying
for college, we are reaching
out to provide resources.

95% of our students
indicated it was important
that UL provide academic
support services. This
edition of Parent
Perspectives seeks to offer
information on the free
academic services available
to help your son or daughter
succeed in the classroom.
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and universities are chosen to
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) will then operate the home for the
duration of the judging between
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home.

Designed to be completely
self-sufficient, the BeauSoleil
Home will generate more energy
than it consumes, collect its own

water using a cistern, and
capture natural breezes and
sunshine to reduce the amount of




Students tradition-
ally underestimate the
amount of time they will
need to schedule to do well
in classes. Around mid-
terms, many first-year
students begin facing the
realities that college is
more difficult, and they
may experience a variety
of academic difficulties.

This summer, all of
our incoming students
participated in the
Beginning College Survey
of Student Engagement.
We know from this data
that our students are
dramatically
underestimating the
amount of time they need
to study outside of class to
do well. A majority of our
students indicated they
would spend less than 15
hours studying each week.
On average, students
should be studying 24-30
hours per week to perform
at their optimal academic
level.

October is Tutoring
Month, and the Learning
Center is offering extra

%

incentives to get your son/
daughter to come in and
get the help that they need!
Three types of free tutoring
are offered to fit the varying
needs of UL students:
Individual tutoring
sessions which last 30
minutes, hour-long Study
Groups, and 1.5-2hr
Supplemental Instruction
(SI) sessions led by
specialized tutors who also
attend lecture with the
students. Being proactive
about coming in for tutoring
certainly helps students
take learning into their own
hands, and besides
understanding the content
better, tutors also share
study tips and habits, test-
taking strategies specific to
particular courses, etc. The
results of tutoring have

been impressive:
students who came to
Supplemental Instruction
sessions last spring
earned grades (on aver-
age) 8.5% higher than
students taking the same
course who did not
attend SI. The Learning
Center has had 2,200 tutee
visits already this fall.
Please encourage your son
or daughter to take
advantage of this valuable
resource!

The Learning
Center is located in Lee
Hall on the 2nd floor and is
open for tutoring from 8am-
4:30pm Mon-Thurs, and
8am-12pm on Friday.
Students can call 337-482-
6583 or drop in to schedule
an appointment. Tutoring is

offered in Math, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics,
Accounting, Psychology,
Engineering, Spanish,
French, and many more.
For every tutoring session
attended during October,
your son or daughter’s
name will be automatically
entered to win one of three
gift cards ($50, $30, and
$10) from The Orchard- an
Apple Specialist store.

An important
message to send to your
student if they are
struggling academically is
that it is not too late to do
well this semester. Aside
from The Learning Center,
encourage your son/
daughter to form study
groups, to read ahead of
class, meet with their
faculty during office hours,
and increase the amount of
time they are studying.

The Learning Center
Lee Hall 2nd Floor
337-482-6583
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This month, Lane &
Michele Robinson,
continue sharing with
us their experience as
their son Ben
transitions into the
University of Louisiana
community.
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The middle of
semester one approaches.
The kinks have been worked
out of the schedule, and the
routine is becoming familiar.
The grades are showing that
the hours studying actually
do help.

The adjustment from
having the “Mom alarm” for
everything from time to get
up, to time to eat, time to be
home, all the way to time to
go to bed was a little difficult
at first, but still manageable.
There is more free time than
expected, but Dad makes
sure to remind me, “Don’t
forget why you are there! Get
your school work done!”

The “What should |
do about...” calls home have
now become more, “How are
you guys? What's Mom
cooking this weekend?
Classes are interesting,
sometimes boring, but I'm
getting there on a regular
basis. Now | know why you
have to sort clothes before
you wash them. What's Mom
cooking this weekend? Is
Scooter still chasing the
squirrels around the yard?
Mom is cooking this
weekend, isn't she?”

These are some of
the thoughts exchanged
between our freshman and
the parents. Occasionally,
some (frustration-causing)

situation crops up, and will
lend itself to a “life lesson”.
A comparison with, “This is
how | handled a similar
situation...” generally leads
to a better understanding of
our idea of how a young
adult should approach the
real world, and a different
outlook on how to deal with
things.

Fortunately, Ben's
enjoyment and enthusiasm
of being in college is still
prevalent. The comfortable
pace of high school is now a
fading memory, and the
realization of self-starting
and the responsibility of his
obligations has taken hold.
We, as parents can’t
describe how pleased we
are that our son is evolving
into the dependable young
man we envisioned as he
grew up, as he now begins

to display his independence.

Ben’s groundwork
to determine where his
interest in secondary
education would best be
fulfilled has certainly paid
off. He feels sure that his
classes at UL are giving him
all the information he will
need to achieve success in
his future.

It is truly a comfort,
knowing he has put himself
inan environment that will
nurture his ambitions, and
give him access to all the
tools needed to realize his
goals. Ben'’s plans for the
future will be more easily
attained by the utilization of
the dedicated instructors
and facilities available to
him at UL. Thanks to his
extended family at UL for
helping him in those

-

endeavors.

Interested in sharing your story about how you are helping
your student transition to college? Perhaps you want to
help other parents understand the best way to cope with a
particularly challenging issue your student faced or is

facing.

E-mail Paul Eaton, Director of Orientation, at
peaton@louisiana.edu. We would love to feature your

insights as parents in our next edition of Parent

Perspectives.
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The University of
Louisiana at Lafayette is
prepared to deal with any
potential outbreak of the
HIN1 virus on campus.
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Students are encouraged
to get an annual flu shot,
available at most
pharmacies or healthcare
providers.

vaccination. Students
need to sign up on ULink
under the Students tab.
The University would like to
encourage all students to
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The Academic Success services offered through

Center is the university’s
academic support center.
Services include academic
counseling, career
information, tutoring, and
assistance interpreting
financial aid guidelines.
Counselors also assist
students with dropping
classes and changing
majors. Two important

the Academic Success
Center: The Learning
Center and the Career
Counseling Center.
Here, Students who are
undecided on a major, or
are uncertain about career
paths, can take free
vocational tests and
receive assistance in
planning a career.

There are over 180 Student Organizations at UL
Lafayette. Encouraging your son or daughter to become
involved is an important part of the transition to our
university. In September, University President Dr. E.
Joseph Savoie held his annual Grillin’ with the President
event for student organization leaders on campus.
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