
 This summer, all of 
our incoming students    
completed a national survey 
during Orientation called the 
Beginning College Survey of 
Student Engagement.  The 
survey provides us as a   
university with important  
information on student 
preparation as well as an 
understanding of the needs 
and expectations they have 
as they begin their time at 
UL.   

 The results of this 
year’s survey indicate that 
your son or daughter is part 
of a highly prepared class 
with high expectations.  For 
example, 85% of our       
students say they expect to 
learn something during their 
first year that helps them 
change their understanding 
of an issue or idea.  Our  
incoming class indicated that 
a diverse and challenging 
learning environment is   
important to them as well. 

 Most striking is the 
results of what support our 
students indicated they 
need.  72% of our students 
indicated they needed     
assistance with time       
management, for example. 
As a result, we have        
contacted students through 
e-mail with information on 
effective time management 
techniques and encouraging 
them to visit an academic 
counselor for assistance.  In 
many other areas, including 
students indicating they 
would have difficulty paying 
for college, we are reaching 
out to provide resources. 

 95% of our students 
indicated it was important 
that UL provide academic 
support services.  This    
edition of Parent              
Perspectives seeks to offer 
information on the free    
academic services available 
to help your son or daughter 
succeed in the classroom. 
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Wear RED on Friday! 
 
You can support your son or daughter and the                 
University of Louisiana Lafayette by wearing red each     
Friday!  Encourage your son or daughter to wear red on 
Friday’s as well. It shows support for our university. 
 
Still need that Ragin’ Cajun Gear?  Check out the wide array 
of apparel available at the University Bookstore. Located in 
the Student Union or online at                                         
http://bookstore.louisiana.edu  
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Spring Advising 
 
Academic Advising for Spring 
Semester begins October 
19th.  All students are         
required to meet with their 
Academic Advisor prior to   
registering for classes.       
Ensure your student has    
contacted their advisor, whose 
name is located on ULink   
under the Students tab. 
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There comes a time in everyone’s 
life when they choose to believe. 
They dare to imagine the          
impossible – challenging the     
expected while turning dreams into 
reality. For a select group of     
students from the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, believing 
has not only changed the way they 
see the world, but quite possibly, 
the world we live in as well. 
 
Beginning in the fall of 2007,    
students from the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette began  
working on conceptual designs and 
applications for the BeauSoleil 
Louisiana Solar Home.           
BeauSoleil, which means 
“Beautiful Sun” in French, or 
"Sunshine" in Cajun French, 
proved to be an ideal choice for 
their team and project as they 
worked to design a culturally  
relevant, technological hybrid – 
that advances the traditional home-
building in our region. 
 
Team BeauSoleil is currently    
competing in the 2009 U.S. De-
partment of Energy Solar De-
cathlon competition. The Solar 
Decathlon is a worldwide         
competition in which 20 colleges 
and universities are chosen to  
design, build, and operate the most 
attractive and energy-efficient 
solar-powered home. The team 
will then operate the home for the 
duration of the judging between 
October 7th  and 18th. The ten      
competitions of the Solar          
Decathlon test day to day life in the 
home. 
 
Designed to be completely        
self-sufficient, the BeauSoleil 
Home will generate more energy 
than it consumes, collect its own 
water using a cistern, and         
capture natural breezes and  
sunshine to reduce the amount of 

energy it consumes. Operable 
shutters serve dual functions by 
providing shade and hurricane 
protection for windows. In addition 
to sustainability, the project will 
also include reflections of the 
schools’ native culture - a rich 
heritage that TEAM BeauSoleil is 
proud to share with the world.  
 
With this mission in mind, the UL 
Lafayette design team worked to 
capture the essence of Louisi-
ana’s heritage in their design. 
The transitional porch and kitchen 
respond to the region's love of 
entertaining and cooking.    
Native plants and local materials, 
such as cypress, were             
incorporated throughout the home 
and landscaping. For the        
competition, the home will be 
completed with Louisiana artwork 
and performances by the band 
BeauSoleil. 
 
The students and professors who 
make up TEAM BeauSoleil are 
dedicated to turning this real-
world, sustainable living solution 
into an eventual working model 
that can be sold to the public. 
Once the home is introduced to 
the marketplace, it will meet the 

urgent need for self-sufficient 
residential homes that was        
heightened after the hurricanes of 
2005. The BeauSoleil Louisiana 
Solar Home brings a tangible      
opportunity for homeowners in the 
Gulf Coast region to cut their energy 
costs, while providing a viable     
environmental alternative to         
traditional homes. As a self-sufficient 
home, it will actually put energy back 
into the grid. As the BeauSoleil 
Home takes its place on the 
global stage, it will bring with it 
the history and tradition of an 
entire culture. TEAM BeauSoleil 
believes in our university, our 
culture, our state, and our future. 
The world will believe too, when 
they experience Louisiana in a 
whole new light. 
 
Team BeauSoleil is the only team 
from Louisiana and one of only two 
teams from the South.  You can 
follow their progress in the         
competition online at 
www.solardecathlon.org.  The     
contest concludes on Sunday,   
October 18, 2009.  You can also 
visit the BeauSoleil website at 
www.beausoleilhome.org.   

“It’s amazing to see 
the talent of these 
students. For two 

years now, they’ve 
been designing, 

building, 
fundraising, and 

working hard. They 
deserve to be here 

on the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C.” 

 
-Dr. E. Joseph Savoie 

This month, we focus on 
Team BeauSoleil, a 
group of students from 
the Architecture &     
Engineering programs 
currently competing in 
the 2009 Solar            
Decathlon in          
Washington, D.C. 
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Information on university issues, projects, and accomplishments 



 Students tradition-
ally underestimate the 
amount of time they will 
need to schedule to do well 
in classes.  Around mid-
terms, many first-year   
students begin facing the 
realities that college is 
more difficult, and they 
may experience a variety 
of academic difficulties.  

 This summer, all of 
our incoming students   
participated in the         
Beginning College Survey 
of Student Engagement. 
We know from this data 
that our students are     
dramatically                   
underestimating the 
amount of time they need 
to study outside of class to 
do well.  A majority of our 
students indicated they 
would spend less than 15 
hours studying each week.  
On average, students 
should be studying 24-30 
hours per week to perform 
at their optimal academic 
level.   

 October is Tutoring 
Month, and the Learning 
Center is offering extra 

Coaching your student to Academic Success 
Tutoring helps students take learning into their own hands 
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incentives to get your son/
daughter to come in and 
get the help that they need!  
Three types of free tutoring 
are offered to fit the varying 
needs of UL students:   
Individual tutoring      
sessions which last 30 
minutes, hour-long Study 
Groups, and 1.5-2hr   
Supplemental Instruction 
(SI) sessions led by     
specialized tutors who also 
attend lecture with the   
students. Being proactive 
about coming in for tutoring 
certainly helps students 
take learning into their own 
hands, and besides       
understanding the content 
better, tutors also share 
study tips and habits, test-
taking strategies specific to 
particular courses, etc. The 
results of tutoring have 

been impressive:        
students who came to 
Supplemental Instruction 
sessions last spring 
earned grades (on aver-
age) 8.5% higher than 
students taking the same 
course who did not     
attend SI. The Learning 
Center has had 2,200 tutee 
visits already this fall. 
Please encourage your son 
or daughter to take        
advantage of this valuable 
resource! 

 The Learning  
Center is located in Lee 
Hall on the 2nd floor and is 
open for tutoring from 8am-
4:30pm Mon-Thurs, and 
8am-12pm on Friday.    
Students can call 337-482-
6583 or drop in to schedule 
an appointment. Tutoring is 

offered in Math, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics,      
Accounting, Psychology, 
Engineering, Spanish, 
French, and many more. 
For every   tutoring session 
attended during October, 
your son or daughter’s 
name will be automatically 
entered to win one of three 
gift cards ($50, $30, and 
$10) from The Orchard- an 
Apple Specialist store.  

 An important   
message to send to your 
student if they are       
struggling academically is 
that it is not too late to do 
well this semester.  Aside 
from The Learning Center, 
encourage your son/
daughter to form study 
groups, to read ahead of 
class, meet with their    
faculty during office hours, 
and increase the amount of 
time they are studying.   

 

The Learning Center 

Lee Hall 2nd Floor 

337-482-6583 



 The middle of      
semester one approaches. 
The kinks have been worked 
out of the schedule, and the 
routine is becoming familiar.  
The grades are showing that 
the hours studying actually 
do help.  
 
 The adjustment from 
having the “Mom alarm” for          
everything from time to get 
up, to time to eat, time to be 
home, all the way to time to 
go to bed was a little difficult 
at first, but still manageable. 
There is more free time than 
expected, but Dad makes 
sure to remind me, “Don’t 
forget why you are there! Get 
your school work done!” 
 
 The “What should I 
do about…” calls home have 
now become more, “How are 
you guys? What’s Mom  
cooking this weekend? 
Classes are interesting, 
sometimes boring, but I’m 
getting there on a regular 
basis. Now I know why you 
have to sort clothes before 
you wash them. What’s Mom 
cooking this weekend? Is 
Scooter still chasing the 
squirrels around the yard? 
Mom is cooking this          
weekend, isn’t she?” 
 
 These are some of 
the thoughts exchanged   
between our freshman and 
the parents. Occasionally, 
some (frustration-causing) 

situation crops up, and will 
lend itself to a “life lesson”. 
A comparison with, “This is 
how I handled a similar 
situation…” generally leads 
to a better understanding of 
our idea of how a young 
adult should approach the 
real world, and a different 
outlook on how to deal with 
things. 
 
 Fortunately, Ben’s            
enjoyment and enthusiasm 
of being in college is still 
prevalent. The comfortable 
pace of high school is now a 
fading memory, and the  
realization of self-starting 
and the responsibility of his 
obligations has taken hold. 
We, as parents can’t       
describe how pleased we 
are that our son is evolving 
into the dependable young 
man we envisioned as he 
grew up, as he now begins 

to display his independence. 
 
 Ben’s groundwork 
to determine where his    
interest in secondary      
education would best be 
fulfilled has certainly paid 
off. He feels sure that his 
classes at UL are giving him 
all the information he will 
need to achieve success in 
his future. 
  
 It is truly a comfort, 
knowing he has put himself 
in an  environment that will 
nurture his ambitions, and 
give him access to all the 
tools needed to realize his 
goals. Ben’s plans for the 
future will be more easily 
attained by the utilization of 
the  dedicated instructors 
and facilities available to 
him at UL. Thanks to his 
extended family at UL for 
helping him in those         
endeavors. 

Parent to Parent 
Insights on parent transition issues    

Parent Perspectives 

“Ben’s groundwork to 
determine where his 
interest in secondary 
education would best 

be fulfilled has 
certainly paid off. He 

feels sure that his 
classes at UL are 
giving him all the 

information he will 
need to achieve 

success in his future.” 

This month, Lane & 
Michele Robinson,   
continue sharing with 
us their experience as 
their son Ben             
transitions into the    
University of Louisiana             
community. 

 
We want to hear your story! 

 
Interested in sharing your story about how you are helping 
your student transition to college?  Perhaps you want to 
help other parents understand the best way to cope with a      
particularly challenging issue your student faced or is     
facing. 
 
E-mail Paul Eaton, Director of Orientation, at                    
peaton@louisiana.edu.  We would love to feature your    
insights as parents in our next edition of Parent              
Perspectives. 
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 The University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette is 
prepared to deal with any 
potential outbreak of the 
H1N1 virus on campus.  
The University has had 
isolated reported cases of 
H1N1, but university     
operations are currently not 
being disrupted.  You can 
learn more about the      
university’s plans for    
dealing with a pandemic flu 
outbreak by visiting       
http://safety.louisiana.edu 

Students are encouraged 
to get an annual flu shot, 
available at most         
pharmacies or healthcare 
providers. 

 In August, the 
Center for Disease Control 
issued guidelines for     
colleges and universities in 
dealing with the H1N1   
virus.  The University of 
Louisiana is currently    
taking sign-ups for        
students under 25 to get 
a free H1N1 virus             

services offered through 
the Academic Success 
Center: The Learning   
Center and the Career 
Counseling Center.     
Here, Students who are 
undecided on a major, or 
are uncertain about career 
paths, can take free      
vocational tests and      
receive assistance in   
planning a career. 

The Academic Success 
Center is the university’s 
academic support center.  
Services include academic 
counseling, career        
information, tutoring, and 
assistance interpreting  
financial aid guidelines.  
Counselors also assist  
students with dropping 
classes and changing   
majors.  Two important 

University Prepares for H1N1 and Flu Season 
Students encouraged to get their annual flu shot 

Campus Resource Spotlight 
Academic Success Center 
Lee Hall 115 
(337) 482-6836 
http://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu  

Helpful Tips to Prevent the Flu 
 
1. Get your Flu Shot 
 

2. Wash your hands often 
 

3. Stay Home if you are sick 
 

4. Stay tuned to news public 
health officials regarding    
information about flu        
outbreaks 
 

INVOLVEMENT MATTERS! 

There are over 180 Student Organizations at UL       
Lafayette.  Encouraging your son or daughter to become 
involved is an important part of the transition to our   
university.  In September, University President Dr. E. 
Joseph Savoie held his annual Grillin’ with the President 
event for student organization leaders on campus. 
 
 
 

vaccination.  Students 
need to sign up on ULink 
under the Students tab.  
The University would like to 
encourage all students to 
take advantage of this free 
service, so please          
encourage your son/
daughter to sign up today.    

 Students needing 
to get excused from their 
classes if they become ill 
should contact the Dean of       
Students Office at         
337-482-6272. 



Office of Orientation 
Lee Hall 106 
PO Box 44252 
Lafayette, LA 70504 

Phone: 337-482-1391 
Fax: 337-482-1494 
E-mail: parents@louisiana.edu  

Parent Perspectives is produced by the Office of Orientation at the            
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
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Calendar of University Events 
Important dates for students & parents to know 

We’re on the Web! 
http://orientation.louisiana.edu/Parents.shtml 

www.universityparent.com/lalaf 

October 
 
October 15: Last day to drop  
 
October 19: Spring Semester 
Advising begins 
 
October 19—24: Homecoming 
2009: The Spice is Right 
 
October 24: UL Football vs. 
Florida Atlantic University, 
4PM 
 
 

November 
 
November 21: UL Football vs. 
UL Monroe, TBA. 
 
November 26—27:          
Thanksgiving Holiday, No 
Classes 
 
November 28: UL Football vs. 
Troy, TBA 
 

 
 
 
 

December  
 

December 4: Last day of class 
 
December 7—11: Final Exams 
 
December 21—January 3: 
Winter Holiday, University 
Closed 
 

January 
 
January 5: Spring Tuition     
Payment Deadline 
 
January 13: 1st day of Class 


